Many of the inhabitants of andent Bubastis were buried in a cemetery
situated in north-western direction of the great temple of Bastet.

This area is covered with mastaba tombs which were mainly buik of
mud bricks. Some burial chambers were equipped with painted me-
stone slabs while simpler tombs possessed inscribed stone stelae only.
One of the oldest is the stela of the chief granite worker Neb-sen
which dates to the late Old Kingdom (Fig. 1).
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The humidity of the delta soil has destroyed almost all organic
substances in the tombs. The bodies were found reduced to
skeletons. However, most burial chambers still contained various
funerary goods, especially pottery vessels, The deceased were
usually buried with their jewellery, such as colourful bracelets,
necklaces, and girdles made of faience (Figs. 2, 3).

Amulets of stone, green and blue faience depicting divinities
ke Sakhmet, Thot, and Bes were also common (Fig. 4).
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Of particular interest are inscribed funerary statuettes,
so-called shabti figures, which were believed to help the
deceased in the afterlife (fig. 5).

Timber wood and large stone blocks for making sarcophagi
were rare and reserved for the rich and powerful.

Middle class people often used cheaper dlay coffins for their
burials, Their masks preserve fascinating portraits of their
owners who lived more than 3000 years ago (Fig. 6).
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