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In the late 1950s farmers incidentally found a large cemetery
of the Early Dynastic Period in the eastern Nile delta, close to
the village Ezbet et-Tell near Kufur Nigm about 30 km north-
east of Zagazig. During the 1960s and 1970s the Egyptian
Antiquities Organization carried out excavations at the site,
Between 1984 and 1990 work was continued by a mission of
the University of Zagazig directed by Prof. Dr. Mohamed L. Bakr.
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In the course of the University's work 134 archaic tombs were
unearthed. While the majority of the grave goods were stone and
pottery vessels (Figs. 1, 6), few tombs contained also jewellery.

An extraordinary necklace was made up of multicoloured beads and
four amulets depicting a fly, a click beetle, a lion's head and a golden
heron (Figs. 2, 3). Cosmetic palettes for the preparation of eye paint
could also be part of the funerary equipment (Fig. 4).
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Some of the storage jars bear the earliest royal names
written in hieroglyphs: a big falcon with a hooked beak

is depicted above a stylized palace facade, in which the
kings's name was usually inscribed. In Kufur Nigm the
names of the kings Narmer and perhaps Ni-Hor are
attested (Fig. 5). Pottery vessels imitating granaries
(Fg. 6) were believed to magically provide the deceased
with unlimited quantities of bread and beer, made of
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emmer and barley.
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