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Bubastis: This is how the Greeks called the Egyptian town of
Per-Bastet, i.e. "House of (the goddess) Bastet”, Her ruins, today
known as Tell Basta, are situated at the border of the modern city
of Zagazig. About 425 B.C. the famous historian Herodotus visited
the place and described the temple of Bastet. Scientific research
has been carried out here since the late 19% century. Recently a
colossal statue of a Ramesside queen was discovered (Fig. 1).
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In antiquity Bubastis was famous for the annual celebrations of
the feline goddess Bastet (Fig. 6), during which boat processions
took place accompanied by music, dance and the consumption of
wine and beer (Fig. 3). Egyptological interest focusses on another
festival: the royal jubilee or heb-sed of pharaoh Osorkon II

(ca. 857-825 B.C.), which is depictad on the temple walls. This
festival took place in the 30th regnal year of an Egyptian king.
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Modem visitors still can see hundreds of blocks of pink granite
decorated with numerous figures of courtiers and priests
partaking in the ceremonies (Figs. 2, 5). Other temple remains
include fragments of columns, Hathor head capitals (Fig. 4),
and statues, They belong to different construction phases of
the temple dating to the reigns of Osorkon I and II, and
Nectanebo II. The most ancient remains, howeves; belong to
the so-called ka-temple of the spirit (ka) of king Pepi 1.
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